
 





 

 
 
 

Only Language Testing International offers ACTFL (American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages) language proficiency 

assessments. The current ACTFL assessments and rating guidelines are the products of more than fifty years of research, development 

and application within the U.S. government and academia. The validity and reliability of ACTFL assessments and the ACTFL rating scales 

are supported by published research studies presented annually at professional conferences worldwide. 
 

ACTFL assessments and ratings are recognized by the members of the federal Interagency Language Roundtable (ILR) and recommended 

for credit by the American Council on Education (ACE). Due to ACTFL’s strict adherence to test development guidelines, research and 

testing best practices, ACTFL ratings have emerged as a standard measure of language proficiency in the U.S. 
 

LTI is committed to offering language assessments that are supported by the highest level of client service. LTI facilitates testing quickly 

and cost effectively utilizing the latest technologies to expedite test scheduling and result reporting over secure, customized client sites. 

LTI is able to offer on-demand testing with results reported within 24 hours. 

 
 

 

 
 

ABOUT ACTFL: 
 

The American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) is a national organization dedicated to the improvement and 

expansion of the teaching and learning of all languages at all levels of instruction. ACTFL is a not-for-profit membership organization of 

over 12,000 foreign language professionals representing educators and administrators from elementary through graduate education, 

government and industry. 

 
To learn more, please visit: www.actfl.org 

Language Proficiency Assessments for the Global Market 
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http://www.actfl.org/


ACTFL Oral Proficiency Interview (OPI) 
 

 
The flagship of ACTFL assessments is the Oral Proficiency Interview (OPI). The ACTFL OPI is an internationally recognized, valid and reliable 

assessment of speaking proficiency. Interactive and adaptive, the OPI is a 20-30 minute telephone interview between an ACTFL Certified 

Tester and the test candidate. The OPI assesses speaking proficiency across the full range of the ACTFL scale, from Novice through Superior. 

All tests are rated by ACTFL Certified Testers according to the ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines. 

 

Test Length: 
20-30 minutes 

 

Test Format: 
The ACTFL OPI is a live, telephonic interview between an ACTFL Certified OPI Tester and a candidate. 

 
Test Content: 
Content is adapted to the candidate’s academic, professional, and personal experiences. 

 

Languages: 
The ACTFL OPI is available in 100+ languages, with new languages are being added regularly. 

For a current list of languages, please visit: www.languagetesting.com 
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ACTFL Reading Proficiency Test (RPT) 
 

 

 

 

The ACTFL Reading Proficiency Test (RPT) is an online assessment of reading ability. An RPT measures how well a person comprehends 

written language when presented with texts and tasks as described in the ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines 2012 – Reading (without access to 

dictionaries or grammar reference material). 
 

The RPT can evaluate a specific range of proficiency, as described in the chart below. These options ensure that the test targets the range of 

the candidate’s reading ability in the shortest amount of time possible. 
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Intermediate Low    
Novice High    
Novice Mid     
Novice Low     

 
 
 

Test Length: 
50 minutes for a two-level test (A, B, C & D); 75 minutes for a three-level test (E, F & G); 125 minutes for a four-level test (H). 

 

Test Format: 
The RPT consists of texts at specific levels of proficiency. Each text has three questions; each question has four multiple-choice answers. 

 
Test Content: 
There is a range of informal/formal texts on general, social, academic and professional topics, such as correspondence, product descriptions, 
technical reports, and news articles. 

 
Languages: 
Arabic, English, French, German, Italian, Japanese, Mandarin, Portuguese, Russian and Spanish 
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ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines 2012 – Speaking 
 

 

SUPERIOR 

Speakers at the Superior level are able to communicate with accuracy and fluency in order to participate fully and effectively in 

conversations on a variety of topics in formal and informal settings from both concrete and abstract perspectives. They discuss their 

interests and special fields of competence, explain complex matters in detail, and provide lengthy and coherent narrations, all with ease, 

fluency, and accuracy. They present their opinions on a number of issues of interest to them, such as social and political issues, and provide 

structured arguments to support these opinions. They are able to construct and develop hypotheses to explore alternative possibilities. 

When appropriate, these speakers use extended discourse without unnaturally lengthy hesitation to make their point, even when engaged 

in abstract elaborations. Such discourse, while coherent, may still be influenced by language patterns other than those of the target 

language. Superior-level speakers employ a variety of interactive and discourse strategies, such as turn-taking and separating main ideas 

from supporting information through the use of syntactic, lexical, and phonetic devices. 
 

Speakers at the Superior level demonstrate no pattern of error in the use of basic structures, although they may make sporadic errors, 

particularly in low-frequency structures and in complex high-frequency structures. Such errors, if they do occur, do not distract the native 

interlocutor or interfere with communication. 

ADVANCED 

Speakers at the Advanced level engage in conversation in a clearly participatory manner in order to communicate information on 

autobiographical topics, as well as topics of community, national, or international interest. The topics are handled by means of narration and 

description in the major time frames of past, present, and future. These speakers can also deal with a social situation with an         

unexpected complication. The language of Advanced-level speakers is abundant, the oral paragraph being the measure of Advanced-level 

length and discourse. Advanced-level speakers have sufficient control of basic structures and generic vocabulary to be understood by native 

speakers, including those unaccustomed to non-native speech. 

Advanced High 

Speakers at the Advanced High sublevel perform all Advanced-level tasks with linguistic ease, confidence, and competence. They are 

consistently able to explain in detail and narrate fully and accurately in all time frames. In addition, Advanced High speakers handle the tasks 

pertaining to the Superior level but cannot sustain performance at that level across a variety of topics. They may provide a structured 

argument to support their opinions, and they may construct hypotheses, but patterns of error appear. They can discuss some topics 

abstractly, especially those relating to their particular interests and special fields of expertise, but in general, they are more comfortable 

discussing a variety of topics concretely. 

Advanced High speakers may demonstrate a well-developed ability to compensate for an imperfect grasp of some forms or for limitations in 

vocabulary by the confident use of communicative strategies, such as paraphrasing, circumlocution, and illustration. They use precise 

vocabulary and intonation to express meaning and often show great fluency and ease of speech. However, when called on to perform the 

complex tasks associated with the Superior  level over a variety of topics, their language will at times break down or prove inadequate, or 

they may avoid the task altogether, for example, by resorting to simplification through the use of description or narration in place of 

argument or hypothesis. 
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ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines 2012 – Speaking 
 

 

 
INTERMEDIATE 

Speakers at the Intermediate level are distinguished primarily by their ability to create with the language when talking about familiar topics 

related to their daily life. They are able to recombine learned material in order to express personal meaning. Intermediate-level speakers 

can ask simple questions and can handle a straightforward survival situation. They produce sentence- level language, ranging from discrete 

sentences to strings of sentences, typically in present time. Intermediate-level speakers are understood by interlocutors who are 

accustomed to dealing with non-native learners of the language. 

Intermediate High 
 

Intermediate High speakers are able to converse with ease and confidence when dealing with the routine tasks and social situations of the 

Intermediate level. They are able to handle successfully uncomplicated tasks and social situations requiring an exchange of basic 

information related to their work, school, recreation, particular interests, and areas of competence. 
 

Intermediate High speakers can handle a substantial number of tasks associated with the Advanced level, but they are unable to sustain 

performance of all of these tasks all of the time. Intermediate High speakers can narrate and describe in all major time frames using 

connected discourse of paragraph length, but not all the time. Typically, when Intermediate-High speakers attempt to perform Advanced- 

level tasks, their speech exhibits one or more features of breakdown, such as the failure to carry out fully the narration or description in the 

appropriate major time frame, an inability to maintain paragraph-length discourse, or a reduction in breadth and appropriateness of 

vocabulary. 
 

Intermediate High speakers can generally be understood by native speakers unaccustomed to dealing with non-natives, although 

interference from another language may be evident (e.g., use of code-switching, false cognates, literal translations), and a pattern of gaps in 

communication may occur. 

Intermediate Mid 
 

Speakers at the Intermediate Mid sublevel are able to handle successfully a variety of uncomplicated communicative tasks in straightforward 

social situations. Conversation is generally limited to those predictable and concrete exchanges necessary for survival in the target       

culture. These include personal information related to self, family, home, daily activities, interests and personal preferences, as well as 

physical and social needs, such as food, shopping, travel, and lodging. 
 

Intermediate Mid speakers tend to function reactively, for example, by responding to direct questions or requests for information.   

However, they are capable of asking a variety of questions when necessary to obtain simple information to satisfy basic needs, such as 

directions, prices, and services. When called on to perform functions or handle topics at the Advanced level, they provide some information 

but have difficulty linking ideas, manipulating time and aspect, and using communicative strategies, such as circumlocution. 
 

Intermediate Mid speakers are able to express personal meaning by creating with the language, in part by combining and recombining known 

elements and conversational input to produce responses typically consisting of sentences and strings of sentences. Their speech may contain 

pauses, reformulations, and self-corrections as they search for adequate vocabulary and appropriate language forms to express themselves. 

In spite of the limitations in their vocabulary and/or pronunciation and/or grammar and/or syntax. Intermediate Mid speakers are     

generally understood by sympathetic interlocutors accustomed to dealing with non-natives. 
 

Overall, Intermediate Mid speakers are at ease when performing Intermediate-level tasks and do so with significant quantity and quality 

of Intermediate-level language. 
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ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines 2012 – Speaking 
 

 
NOVICE 

Novice-level speakers can communicate short messages on highly predictable, everyday topics that affect them directly. They do so 

primarily through the use of isolated words and phrases that have been encountered, memorized, and recalled. Novice-level speakers may 

be difficult to understand even by the most sympathetic interlocutors accustomed to non-native speech. 

Novice High 
 

Speakers at the Novice High sub-level are able to handle a variety of tasks pertaining to the Intermediate level, but are unable to sustain 

performance at that level. They are able to manage successfully a number of uncomplicated communicative tasks in straightforward social 

situations. Conversation is restricted to a few of the predictable topics necessary for survival in the target language culture, such as basic 

personal information, basic objects, and a limited number of activities, preferences, and immediate needs. Novice High speakers respond to 

simple, direct questions or requests for information. They are also able to ask a few formulaic questions. 

Novice High speakers are able to express personal meaning by relying heavily on learned phrases or combinations of these and what they 

hear from their interlocutor. Their language consists primarily of short and sometimes incomplete sentences in the present, and may be 

hesitant or inaccurate. However, since their language often consists of expansions of learned material and stock phrases, they may 

sometimes sound surprisingly fluent and accurate. Pronunciation, vocabulary, and syntax may be strongly influenced by the first language. 

Frequent misunderstandings may arise but with repetition or rephrasing, Novice High speakers can generally be understood by sympathetic 

interlocutors accustomed to non-natives. When called on to handle a variety of topics and perform functions pertaining to the Intermediate 

level, a Novice High speaker can sometimes respond in intelligible sentences, but will not be able to sustain sentence-level discourse. 

Novice Mid 
 

Speakers at the Novice Mid sub-level communicate minimally by using a number of isolated words and memorized phrases limited by the 

particular context in which the language has been learned. When responding to direct questions, they may say only two or three words at a 

time or give an occasional stock answer. They pause frequently as they search for simple vocabulary or attempt to recycle their own and 

their interlocutor’s words. Novice Mid speakers may be understood with difficulty even by sympathetic interlocutors accustomed to dealing 

with non-natives. When called on to handle topics and perform functions associated with the Intermediate level, they frequently resort to 

repetition, words from their native language, or silence. 

Novice Low 
 

Speakers at the Novice Low sub-level have no real functional ability and, because of their pronunciation, may be unintelligible. Given 

adequate time and familiar cues, they may be able to exchange greetings, give their identity, and name a number of familiar objects from 

their immediate environment. They are unable to perform functions or handle topics pertaining to the Intermediate level, and cannot 

therefore participate in a true conversational exchange. 
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ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines 2012 – Reading 
 

 
Preface 
The ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines — Reading describe five major levels of proficiency which are: 

 

• Distinguished 

• Superior 

• Advanced 

• Intermediate 

• Novice 
 

The description of each major level is representative of a specific range of abilities. Together these levels form a hierarchy in which each 

level subsumes all lower levels. The major levels Advanced, Intermediate, and Novice are divided into High, Mid, and Low sub-levels. 

The subdivision of the Advanced level is new. This makes the Reading descriptions parallel to the other skill level descriptions. 
 

Reading is an interpretive skill. Reading comprehension is based largely on the amount of information readers can retrieve from a text, and 

the inferences and connections that they can make within and across texts. By describing the tasks that readers can perform with different 

types of texts and under different types of circumstances, the Reading Proficiency Guidelines describe how readers understand written 

texts. These Guidelines do not describe how reading skills develop, how one learns to read, nor the actual cognitive processes involved in 

the activity of reading. Rather, they are intended to describe what readers are able to understand from what they have read. 

These Guidelines apply to reading that is either Interpretive (books, essays, reports, etc.) or Interpersonal (instant messaging, texting, email 

communication, etc.). 
 

The written descriptions of reading proficiency are accompanied online by authentic text samples and the functional reading tasks 

associated with each major level. 
 

The ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines 2012—Reading may be used for non-profit, educational purposes only, provided that they are reproduced 

in their entirety, with no alterations, and with credit to ACTFL. 
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